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Professor Raymond Parsons 
Professor Raymond Parsons, prominent SA economist, teaches at the Department of 
Economic and Management Sciences at the University of Pretoria. He is a key contributor 
to public and academic debate on a broad spectrum of issues of critical importance to the 
political economy of SA. He is a recognised authority on the SA economy and its 
implications for the business community. He studied economics at the Universities of Cape 
Town, Oxford and Copenhagen, before playing a leading role in organised business in SA 
for many years. Professor Parsons is a former Director-General of the SA Chamber of 
Business (SACOB). He is currently the Overall Business Convenor in NEDLAC and until 
recently was a Visiting Professor at the School of Economic and Business Sciences at Wits 
University. He is also an Honorary Professor in the Department of Economics and 
Economic History at the University of Port Elizabeth and a Vice- President of the 
Economic Society of South Africa. Member, Governing Council of Cranefield College for 
Project and Strategic Management. He is the author/editor of three recent books - The 
Mbeki Inheritance: SA's Economy 1990-2004, Parsons' Perspective - Focus on the 
Economy, and Manuel, Markets and Money - Essays in Appraisal. He has received a 
honorary doctorate from the University of Port Elizabeth (1997) and the Order for 
Meritorious Service by the State President for outstanding service in the general public 
interest (1993).  
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